ATTORNEY-CLIENT CONTINGENT FEE AGREEMENT

This Agreement is the written fee contract which California law requires lawyers to have with their clients.  It is between Walkup, Melodia, Kelly, Wecht & Schoenberger, a Professional Corporation (“Attorneys”), and the undersigned (“Client”).  

The Attorneys are authorized and retained to represent

by providing reasonably required legal services in prosecuting a claim for damages arising out of an accident which occurred on 

IT IS FURTHER AGREED:  

That the Attorney’s fee shall be thirty-three and one-third percent (33-1/3%) of any sum recovered in the event that said claim is settled before trial or arbitration is commenced by the beginning of testimony of the first witness and forty percent (40%) of any sum recovered by settlement, judgment or award after trial or arbitration is commenced.  Attorneys’ fees in matters of this nature are not set by law, but are a matter of private negotiation and agreement such as this.  

That the Attorneys will advance costs and expenses necessary for the investigation and prosecution of said claim; that from any settlement, judgment, or award said costs and expenses shall first be deducted and reimbursed to the Attorneys before the fee is computed.  Said costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, Court fees, investigation expenses, expert consultant charges and fees, deposition and trial transcript fees and charges, expert and lay witness charges and fees, document copy charges and costs (including in-office photocopying at 20¢ per page), travel expenses (including air fare, car rental, parking, lodging, auto mileage at 35¢ per mile), telephone and facsimile charges.  Said costs and expenses shall not include the medical bills, income losses or other accident-related expenses of the client.  

That in the event settlement is achieved by means of a combination of an initial lump sum payment and future installment payments (such as an annuity or structured settlement or other form of deferred compensation) the aforesaid Attorneys’ fees as to present and future payments shall be paid to the Attorneys at the time of settlement from the initial lump sum payment and shall be computed upon the entire settlement amount, including the present cash value of said future installment payments.  

That in cases involving minor and/or incompetent claimants, sums recovered for said claimants and the distribution of said sums may be subject to court review and approval.  

That the Attorneys are given a lien on any money recovered to assure payment of their fees and costs and expenses.  

That in the event there is no money recovered on said claim said Attorneys shall receive nothing for their services.  

That no settlement shall be made without the consent of the parties hereto.  Attorneys may withdraw at any time upon giving reasonable notice.  

That the Attorneys maintain errors and omissions insurance coverage applicable to the services to be rendered.  

That this fee agreement covers all services rendered and to be rendered by the Attorneys for the prosecution of the claim described herein.

	
	Date: __________________________________________

WALKUP, MELODIA, KELLY, WECHT & SCHOENBERGER

A Professional Corporation



	WALKUP, MELODIA, KELLY, WECHT & SCHOENBERGER

A Professional Corporation

650 California Street, 26th Floor

San Francisco, California  94108-2702

(415) 981-7210
	By:____________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________

Client

Signature: ______________________________________

Client




The above client signature(s) will serve to acknowledge the client’s receipt of a copy of this agreement.

