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Getting Started with P4V

P4V, the Perforce Visual client, is Perforce’s cross-platform graphical user interface. You
can use P4V on Windows, Macintosh, UNIX and Linux computers and benefit from an
identical interface regardless of platform. This introductory guide provides some Perforce
basics and an orientation to P4V’s layout and features. For more details about P4V,
consult its online help. To learn more about Perforce, consult the user documentation on
our Web site.

To use Perforce to manage files, you typically connect to a Perforce server using a client
program like P4V. P4V enables you to check files in and out, and perform the various
other necessary tasks. The following sections tell you how to perform basic tasks and
point out powerful features and shortcuts.

Basic Concepts

P4V connects your computer to a Perforce server to move files between Perforce depots and
your workspace, as shown below.

Workspaces store ..your computer, ..the Perforce Server ...depots, repositories
local copies of files running P4V, which  on a central server of files under
on... connects to... machine, which Perforce control
manages...
£ =
%
El[——n 7 |
] % % % (client application) (server)
(workspace) (depot)

The definitions for these Perforce terms are as follows:

¢ Workspace: folders or directories on the client computer where you work on revisions
of files that are managed by Perforce.

¢ Client application: P4V (or another Perforce client application), running on your
computer, sending commands to the Perforce server and receiving results (files, status
information, and so on).
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Connecting to a Server

e Server: the program that executes the commands sent by client programs, maintains
depot files, and tracks the state of workspaces. The Perforce Server typically runs on a
central machine, connected to client machines by the network.

¢ Depot: a file repository on the Perforce server. It contains all existing versions of all files
ever submitted to the server. There can be multiple depots on a single server. The
examples in this guide show a single depot.

Connecting to a Server

To gain access to your depots, you must connect to a server. To connect to a server:

1. Launch P4V. P4V displays the following connection dialog:

Bl Open Connection §|

Type in connection settings or choose a recent or Favorite connection:
Server: localhost: 1492

User: bruno ’ Browse. .. ] ’ Mew. .. ]
Workspace: | bruno-1492 ’ Browse.., ] ’ Mew... ]
Show dialog at startup OF l ’ Cancel ] ’ Help ]

Version:  Perforce Visual Client/NTX86/2008,2

2. Specify the following settings (your Perforce administrator can provide you with this
information)

¢ Server: the name of the computer where your Perforce server is running.
¢ Port: the port number assigned to the server

® User: your Perforce user name

e Password: your Perforce user password, if required.

e Workspace: the name of your client workspace.

To display a list of existing users and workspaces, click Browse. (The server and
port must be specified before clicking Browse.)

If you have incorrectly specified a server setting, P4V displays a message like the
following:

Connect to server failed; check S$P4PORT.
TCP connect to bigserver failed.
bigserver: host unknown.
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Connecting to a Server

3. To connect, click OK. P4V displays its main screen, as shown in the following figure.

B! localhost: 1492, bruno - Perforce P4Y

File  Edit View Actions Connection  Tools  ‘Window  Help
R E I BRR B EHBREQ20AE3H O
1T v @,

P2 Depat Tree B, SE || & Fiesin Folder H, & B8
3 bruno-14a2 v|
o u

Details Checked Out By Preview

Wrksnare Ineakinn:
13ENAE InCAnnn:
HAvISInn:

13abR e

FilR: s17F:

Ivna:

Hertnree hilervng:

8 Depot e workspace & Files | A Pending

=22 Log

@ p4 spec -o change

@ p4login -5

@ 'login’ not necessary, no password set For this user,

The next section describes the main screen panes.
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Navigating the Main Screen

Navigating the Main Screen

The following figure points out the panes and important features of the main screen. To see
what a button or screen element does, hold the mouse cursor over it. P4V displays a
descriptive tooltip.

B localhosi: 1492, bruno - Perforce P4V

File Edit View Actions Conmection Tools  ‘Window Help

B d 48R 2 U0 BR24ABI S| O

| EV]
P2 Depotree 1], N | @ Filesin Folder =, & 8
15 bruno-1492 v
=0 N

Details | Checked Out By | Preview

[

k Log

TR Depot | BB workspace & Files A Pending

d p4login -5
login' not necessary]

no password set for this user,

A

Left pane: displays files
and folders. The Depot tab
displays files in the
Perforce server, and the
Workspace tab displays
files in the workspace on
your computer

Files in folder: lists the files in the
folder you are browsing in the left
pane. You can display thumbnails of
image files in this pane by choosing
View> Show Files As.

Right pane: displays Perforce
specifications and file information. To
select the specification you want to
display, choose the View menu item or
click the corresponding toolbar
button.

Log pane: displays the Perforce commands
that P4V issues, plus error messages and
results.
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Setting up your workspace

Setting up your workspace

Your Perforce administrator can do this for you, but it’s advisable to learn a few important
aspects of configuring your workspace, specifically (1) configuring the client root
directory and (2) configuring the client view.

To define a workspace, choose Connection > New Workspace.... and, when prompted,
enter a name for the workspace. To edit your current workspace specification, choose

Connection > Edit Current Workspace...

P4V displays the specification details in the lower portion of the right pane; for example:

© Workspace: bruno-1492 (localhost:1492, bruna) =63

Form View

wiorkspace! pruno-1492 Host: tony-ef3783F1bd
Update: 9{17j2008 5:06:40 FM SubmitOptions: |<_bmitunchanged
Access: 917j2006 5:06:40 PM LineEnd: local

owner: bruno

Description: | Created by hruna,

( :;cpmients\nmm-mz

Options:
[] alwrite [] cobber [ compress [] locked [ ] madtime  [] rmdic

Wigw: Jideyot... [fbrunc-1492/,.,

View: enables you to restrict the
depot files to which you have access.
Set the view to ensure that you see
only what you need to see.

Root: specifies the location on your
computer under which Perforce stores
copies of depot files. Specify a
meaningful name, and make sure it’s
not set to your computer’s root
directory!
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Setting up your workspace

To display and set the client view graphically, click the View tab. Browse to desired files
and folders and context-click to include them or exclude them from the client view, as
shown in the following figure.

= Workspace: bruno-1492 (localhost: 1492, bruno)

Farm " Wigw |

‘Workspace Root: |c:'l.p4c|ients'l,bruno-1492

| Browse. ..

Depok Tree

SN

v depot
/ﬁ.
Rl
=
L

Include Tree

Exclude Tree

Include Files
Exclude Files

Include Special. ..
Exclude Special...

Refresh 'Jam'

Client Expression

Hbruno-14921,.,

Ok ] I Cancel

Apply
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Managing your Files

Managing your Files

To manage files using Perforce, you typically perform the following sequence of tasks:
1.  Get files from the depot.

2. Check out files you need to edit.

3. Edit files.

4. Check in your changes.

The following sections provide details about these and other common file management
tasks.

Getting files from the depot
To copy files from the depot to your workspace:
1. In the left pane, click the Depot tab.
2. Browse to the folder or file you want to retrieve.

3. Context-click the file or folder. To get the most recent version, choose Get Latest
Revision. To get an older version, choose Get Revision... and specify the version you
want.

In the Log pane, P4V displays a message like the following.

p4 sync //depot/Misc/manuals/...#head

//depot/Misc/manuals/recommended configuration.doc added c:\p4cli
ents\bruno-1492\Misc\manuals\recommended configuration.doc

//depot/Misc/manuals/triggers.doc added c:\p4clients\bruno-
1492\Misc\manuals\triggers.doc

//depot/Misc/manuals/vendor branches.doc added c:\p4clients\bruno
-1492\Misc\manuals\vendor branches.doc

Sync copied 3 files to workspace (including 3 that were added)
Sync removed no files from workspace

Sync completed with no warnings or errors.

In the left pane, note that the files display green dots, indicating that they are present in
your workspace: g Before you can edit the file, however, you must check it out.

Checking out files from the depot
To check out a file in your workspace:

1. Browse to the desired file in the left pane Depot tab.
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Managing your Files

2. Context-click the file and choose Check Out.

In the Log pane, P4V displays a message like the following:

p4 edit //bruno-1492/Misc/manuals/recommended_configuration.doc

//depot/Misc/manuals/recommended configuration.doc#l - opened for
edit

Opened 1 files for edit

In the left pane, note that the file displays a red check mark, indicating that you checked it
out: "Ia

Note that, when you check out a file, Perforce adds it to a changelist, which is a list of
related files. You can use changelists to group related files, for example, all files that
contain changes required to implement a new product feature. To view the changelist,
choose View > Pending Changelists or click in the toolbar.

Now you're ready to edit your files.

Editing files in your workspace

To edit a checked-out file, double-click it (or context-click it and choose Open With, then
select the desired application). P4V launches the corresponding editing application. Make
changes and save the file.

To select an application with which to open a file, choose File>Open With>Choose
Application. Note that you can configure editors for different file types by choosing
Edit > Preferences... and clicking the Editors tab.

Diffing files to view your edits

To enable you to see what changes you’ve made, you can compare (diff) your edited file
with the version you checked out. To diff, context-click the checked-out file in the left
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Managing your Files

pane and choose Diff Against Have Revision. P4V launches P4Diff, displaying the
differences between the two files. For example:

& Build.com (workspace file) and Build.com (workspace file) - Perforce P4Merge
File Edit  View Search Help
SH Dal @ PR EE

3 diffs {Ignare line ending differences) | Tab spacing: 4 | Encoding: System

@ cpaclientsibruno-1492}JamREL2. 1ysrciBuild. com (workspace file)

Bootstrap build script for Jam
co command.c
co compile.c
co expand.c
co execvis.

a

co filevms.
co glob.c
cc hash.c

n

o headers.o

@ c\paclientsibruno-1492}JamiMAINisrciBuild. com (workspace file)

Bootstrap build script for Jam
co command.c

co compile.c

co expand.c

co execvms.c

co filevms.c

co glob.c

cc hash.c

co headers.c

co lists.c
co wake.c
co makel.c
o NewsStr.c
co option.c
co parse.c
co regexp.c
co rules.c
co scan.c

oo search.o

co timestawmn.c

cC jambase.c

'
E

3

E

3

E

3

E

3

E]

§ co liscs.c
§ co omake.c

§ oo mwakel.c

§ cc newstr.c
§ co oprion.c
§ co parse.c

§ co pathvws.c
§ co oregexp.c
i co rules.c

E

cec scan.c

Discarding edits by reverting

If you decide you want to discard your changes:

1. Context-click the file in the left pane and choose Revert. P4V displays a warning

dialog.

2. Click OK. In the Log pane, P4V displays a message like the following:

p4 revert //depot/Misc/manuals/recommended configuration.doc
revert complete. 1 file affected.

Perforce 2009.1 Getting Started with P4V
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Managing your Files

Checking your edits into the depot

To check your changed file into the depot, perform the following steps.

1.

Display pending changelists: click in the toolbar. P4V displays a list of pending
changelists, as shown in the following figure. To display the files in a changelist,

expand it

A Pending Changelists

B

Folder/fie: |

v G, | [ e

User: [ bruno v workspare: | bruno-1492 € v

2 matches

Changslist User
A default bruna
A 813 bruna

<

Description
<enter description here >
Fix bug 1234

Change:

Date:

3 Fles | A Fendng

Lser:

Status:

Edit

Double-click the changelist in which your file is open. P4V displays the details, as
shown in the following figure.

4 Submit Changelist: 813

W Write a changelist description:

Fix bug 1234

W Choose files to submit:

1 Name

<

In Foldsr Type Action

YBl recommended_configuration, .. [/depotMisc/manusls Microsaft . edit

>

On submit: Submit all selected files w| [ check out submitted Files after submit

P Link jobs to changelist (optional):

14
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Graphical Reporting Tools

3.  Enter a description explaining the changes you made and click Submit. The Log
pane displays a message confirming that your changelist was submitted, similar to
the following.

Change 813 submitted.
submit complete. 1 file affected.

Displaying a file’s revision history

To view the changes made to a file or folder, context-click the file or folder and choose File
History or Folder History. The history for the selected file or folder is displayed in the
right pane. For example, the following figure shows the history of a folder, listing every
submitted changelist that affected a file in the folder.

(2 File Histary H. & E
Revision  Changelist ite Submitti ubmitted B Filstype Description
= VB JidepotidamMAIN]stcfeomple.c
B e 11/12f20... earl text Fix jam's handiing of empty {} blocks so that it can recognise
g 02 10/30/20... earl text ©sf2 dlient port of mainline.
[F e 10/24f20... earl text Jam's local variables can now be initialized.
g .50 9/5i2001... earl text Fix up compiler warnings from -Wall in jam.
g .50 9/5i2001... earl text Finally, fix the jam include bug, using the parser scheme that
g .30 6/5/2000... earl text Concurrent process support for NT.
g o3 5/23/200... earl text Mowe jam debug levels around.
g .33 5/13/200... earl text First half of support for binding variables in actions: the
g o= 4/19/200... earl text Support for multiple :'s on jam rule imvocation and access to the
g 277 4f2f2000... earl text Support for 'local’ declarations in jam.
g e 3/19/200... earl text Jam support for "iF $(A) in $(E)".
g esm 3/8i2000... earl text Jam parting Fixes for sund.
g o2 3/5/2000... earl text Compare all elements in jam 'f' satement.
g .eem 2{142000... earl text Support for turning on a single debug level with -d in jam.
g 188 9/29/199... earl text Fixed wild little Jam bug that trashed variable settings if
g 137 5/2/1999... earl text Get all Function declar ations.
g 120 3/9{1999... earl text Leaves instead of gale.
e 893 2/16/199... earl text Mk rule. NOUPDATE rule.
e 770 2/3{1999... earl text Galew,
i 563 2/2/1999... earl text Mews ALWAYS rule. Changed -+,
i se3 1423{199... earl text EXIT.
4 430 1/10/199... earl text Copyright infa.

Graphical Reporting Tools

P4V includes several valuable graphical reporting tools:

* Revision Graph: displays a diagram that shows the evolution of a selected file,
including files related by branching operations.

¢ Time-lapse View: shows how the contents of a selected text file changed from revision
to revision. You can easily sweep through revision ranges to locate passages of interest
and see when they were created and how they changed.

¢ Folder diff tool: enables you to see how the contents of a folder changed.

The following sections provide more details about these tools.
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Graphical Reporting Tools

Viewing file revisions as a diagram

To display the revision diagram for a file, context-click the file in the left pane and choose
Revision Graph. P4V launches the tool, which displays a diagram like the following one.

2] Revision Graph - /ldepot/Jam/MAIN/src/compile.c (localhost: 1492, bruno)

File Wiew Highlight Tools Window Help

EBX

[ & rEL21 ok Jam MATK st compile. ¢

%@y Q Ja &
A Fie Fiter Tree @[5 272 277 284 313 331 340 549 550 595 502 | 619 749 | 752
Advanced Optians. .
= [¥] 1 /depot/Jam
= ) M
- 114l [E5N) (160 7 (250 (S (2o oW =) =) 28 2

) reLz.Z

<

Details \ Integrations | Labels | Preview

1

Jidepat]JsmiREL2 2 {srcjcompile.c

{}depotlam{RELZ. 1jsrc/compile. o

>

Mavigator | Legend

Revision:

Date submitted:
Submitted by:
Workspace:

Action:

J{depot{damMATNjsr/compile. c#25

11/12/2001 9:18:12 AM

earl
earl-dev-quava

edit

Changslist: 619
Perforcs fletype: text

File: size: 16.9 KB

Description:  Fix jam's handing of empty {} blocks so that it can recognise

when a rule is defined to be empty.

—

bl

<

This diagram shows you when the file was created and how it was branched, and enables
you to view details about each version submitted to the depot and navigate through the
graph using the navigation map. For more details about the information displayed in the

revision graph, consult P4V online help.

16
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Graphical Reporting Tools

Browsing file revisions using Time-lapse View

To browse the changes made to a text file, context-click the file in the left pane and choose
Time-lapse View. P4V launches the utility, which displays a screen like the following one.

Detalls | Integrations | Labels

tted: 9231998 10:1:47 PM

JidepotismiMATNsrcjcompie.c#1

Slider: move to
sweep through
revisions

Change detail: shows text that has been
added, changed, or deleted in a revision

Using Time-lapse View, you can sweep through all revisions of the file using the slider,
noting when changes were made and who made them. Again, for details, consult P4V
online help.

Displaying folder history using the folder diff tool

The folder diff tool enables you to see how the contents of a folder have changed: which
files have been added, changed, or deleted. To view changes to a folder:

1. Context-click the folder in the left pane Depot or Workspace tab and choose Folder
History. In the right pane, P4V lists changelists that affected the folder, for example:

(3 Folder History

Revisio
709
(2 705
(21 694
(21 633
(21 632
(1 e31
(A 627
(A 625
(21 624
=

I~

Date Subm | Submitted || Description =

12/24420..
12/19/20...
12/15/20...
11/17/20..
11/15/20...
11/15/20...
11/14/20..
11/12/20..
11/12/20..

dai

earl
gale
earl
raj

earl
earl
earl
earl

Upgrade to latest metrowerks on Beos -- the Intel one,

Put in fix for jam's MT handle leak,

Fix URL in a jam doc

Radstone's ki port.

More jam twidding, for NT.

Linux %86 2.0 and linux axp 2.0 build 9734536,

Handle platform wariants better, by defining OSPLAT whenever we can.
More twiddings to the jam, for final release.

Fix up html references.

2. Todisplay the changes that occurred between two revisions of a folder, drag and
drop one of the revisions on the other.
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Important and Useful Features

P4V displays the changes as shown in the following figure. This example shows that,
between the selected revisions, a file was edited and checked in. File highlights are color-
coded to indicate additions, changes, and deletions. Expand folders and scroll to locate
changes of interest. To skip to the next or previous change, click the right and left arrows.

Click these arrows to browse changes.

B Folder Diff (play:1999,1 nyc2) [ [=1[E3]
(& ofa] fo:wfszﬁg\jz @ [ nique fles: 75 [] File differences: 7
Path: jidepotjsturnerBranchy...(lstest rev)  Uniqus Files: 75 Path: Jdepot/sturneriewy. . (latest rev Unique filss: 0

0 dff O dif

2 folderFiledipha [ FolderFileAlpha
3 FolderFilsTest 5 FolderFileTest

2 localonlyDir
) myDeleteTest
) myDeleteTest1
3 offine

&3 space dir

Detals | Integrations | Labels | Preview Detals | Integrations | Labsls | Preview

Revision: Revision:

Date submitted: Changelist: Date submitted: Changelst:
Subrmitted by: Rerforce filetype: Submitted by: Ferforce Filetype:
Workspace: Fil size: wiorkspace: File size:

Action: Action:

Description: Description:

Important and Useful Features

Among the many features provided by P4V, the following are especially useful:

¢ Tooltips: to get more information about an object, place your mouse cursor over it. P4V
displays a popup dialog containing more details.

¢ Drag and drop: P4V includes numerous drag and drop shortcuts for common
operations.

e File views: P4V enables you to preview graphics files using thumbnails.

¢ Tear off windows: to create a separate window displaying a specification you want to
keep on display, you can tear it off.

18
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Important and Useful Features

The following sections provide more details.

Tooltips

P4V provides tooltips for many objects on the screen. For example, to display the status of
a file, hold the mouse cursor over the file in the left pane. P4V displays a tooltip like the
following one.

B barley. st #3 sk
bazzled #0/4 <test>

. barley, bt
bedazzled #0471 <testiChecked out in default changelist.

Another example: to display a changelist description, click @ in the toolbar and hold the
mouse cursor over the changelist in the right pane. There are tooltips for all the P4V
buttons, too.

Drag and drop

P4V provides drag and drop shortcuts for common tasks. Drag and drop can simplify
operations on large groups of files. For example, to check out all the files in a folder, drag
the folder to a changelist. To diff two files, drag one to the other. For details about drag
and drop shortcuts, refer to the P4V online help.

File views

If you use Perforce to manage graphics files, P4V’s thumbnail views enable you to
preview the files. To display thumbnails, click the Files tab in the right pane, then select
the desired thumbnail size from the title bar.

Lizt - @

Large Thumbnail [160=160]
b edium Thurmbnail [120:120]
v Small Thurmbnail [30+30]
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Important and Useful Features

P4V displays thumbnails as shown in the following example.

21 play:1999, tonyz - Perfarce P4V

Fle Edt ¥ew Comnection Took Window Help
By TER P2 BB 2AAELIASH O
¢ | depat A chigimages/
TE Dspot Tree 1, || @ Fiesin Folder
3 tonyz-test vl
O archie Test 2 ~ A
2 Archie Testt
O archie_oswald 'ﬁ A
& erchiet =] IR ? u
O archie €5 :
B achies AdventureBigl ef AdventureMap.aFf Adventuresteps
O archiet
2 archiehidden
=] Archieimages h
AdvenkureBigleft.jpg #0/1 < Details | Checked QutBy | Preview
AudvenbureMap, oif #0/1 <ub
AdventureStepsOFf gif #0/1 Workspace location:
AudvenbureStep4on.gif #0/1 Depat location:
sirfars_off.gf #0/1 <ubinar
arfare_on.gf 401 <ibinary || 0TS
srchie_AdvertureBileftjpg || Date modified:
bike jpg #0/1 <ubinary> S T
book.gif #0/1 <ubinary>
bookimage.gif #0/1 <ubinar Trpe:
dlimber jpg #0/1 <ubinary> . | Perforce filetype:
< | >
P8 Depat B8 Workspacs 3 Files A Pending G Workspacss | (9 History
2 Log
et stk -P - -Olh ffdepat/* JJdepotférchicimages* ffdepotfmain* ~
e depots
e dirs - fidepotf* Jldepotférchicimages(* /fdepotfmain* =
[t stat -Of da -4 thumb jjdepatisamfcherryffon v
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Important and Useful Features

Tearing off tabs

To keep a tab open, you can undock it. For example, context-click a file and choose File
History, then choose Window > Undock Tab. P4V opens a separate window for it, as

shown in the following figure.

History (localhost: 1492, bruno) E@E‘

Details Inkedrations Labels Previsw

when a rule is defined to be empty.

2 History

Revision: J{depot{damMATNjsr/compile. c#25

Date submitted: 117122001 8:18:12 AM  Changelist: 619
Submitted by:  earl Perforcs Flstype: bext
Workspacs:  earl-dev-guava Fils size: 16.9K8
Action: edit

Description:  Fix jam's handing of empty {} blocks so that it can recognise

Jfelepot{JamMAINsrc/compile. . v B2, 3

Revision | Changelist | ke Submitti| ubmitted B Filetyps ~
(619 11{12f20... earl text Fix jam’s handling of empty
602 10/30/20... earl bext 052 dlient port of mainline
596 10/24/20... earl bext Jam's lacal variables can no
550 9/5/2001... earl bext Fix: up compiler warnings fro
549 9/5/2001... earl bext Finally, fix the jam include £
340 6/5/2000... earl bext Concurrent: process suppar
331 slz3j200... earl bext Move jam debug levels arol
313 s/13/200... earl bext First half of suppart For bini

< >

To restore it to the main window, choose Window > Dock Window.

Setting Preferences

To configure P4V, choose Edit > Preferences. The tabbed Preferences dialog is displayed.
In particular, the Editor tab enables you to associate applications with file types,
overriding any operating system associations. The Diff and Merge tabs enable you to
configure external applications, in case you prefer tools other than those that are bundled

with P4V.
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Migrating from P4Win

If you're moving from P4Win to P4V, here’s a list of equivalent operations to help you in

your transition.
P4Win Menu ltem

Add to Source
Control...

Diff 2 Files,
Folders or
Revisions

Diff Client File
vs. Depot File

Explore

Integrate Using
Filespec or
Branchspec

Open for Delete
Open for Edit

Properties

Remove from
Client

Rename

Menu
File

File

File

File
File

File
File
File

File

File

P4V Menu Item
Mark for Add

Diff...

Diff...

Show in>Explorer

Integrate...

Mark for Delete
Check Out

Files in Folder

Remove from
Workspace

Rename/Move...

Menu

Actions

Tools

Tools

File

Actions

Actions
Actions

View

Actions

Actions

Notes

Applies only
to files in the
Workspace
Tree

Or context-
click on file
and choose:
Diff Against
Have
Revision

File properties
are displayed
in the Details
pane at the
bottom of the
Files in Folder
view
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P4Win Menu Item

Revision
History...

View File...

Check
Consistency

Auto Resolve...

Interactively...
[Resolve]

Schedule File for
Resolve

Sync to Head
Revision

Sync...

Find File
Matching
Pattern...

Find File Under
Selected Folder...

Bookmarks

Client View of
Depot

ClientSpecs

Menu
File

File

File>More

File>Resolve

File>Resolve
File>Resolve
File>Sync
File>Sync
Edit

Edit

View

View

View

P4V Menu Item
History

Open

Reconcile Offline
Work...

Resolve...

Resolve...

Get Latest Revision
Get Latest Revision
Get Revision...
Find File...

Find File...

Bookmarks

Depot Tree

Workspaces

Menu

View

File

Actions

Actions

Actions

Actions

Actions

Actions

Edit

Edit

Tools

View

View

Notes

Alternatively
context click
on file and
choose File
History

Alternatively
context click
on file and
choose Open

Applies only
to folders in
the
Workspace
Tree

Restrict to
client view by
choosing:
View>Filter
Depot>Tree
Restricted to
Workspace
View
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P4Win Menu ltem  Menu P4V Menu ltem Menu Notes

Entire Depot View Depot Tree View Show the
entire depot
by choosing:
View>Filter
Depot>Entire
Depot Tree

Local View of View Workspace Tree View

Client Tree

Show Deleted View Show Deleted View>Filter

Depot Files Depot Files Depot

Favorite Settings Favorite Connection

Connections Connections

Logout Settings Log Off Connection

Options... Settings Preferences... Edit

Port Client User  Settings Open Recent Connection

History

Switch Port Settings Open Connection... Connection

Client User...

Set Password for User Change Password... Connection

(current user)...
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Next Steps

Next Steps

This guide helps you to start working with files using P4V and points out important basic
features, but P4V enables you to do much more: create jobs, branch groups of files, and
handle file conflicts that arise in team development settings.

Perforce superusers can perform administrative operations by choosing Tools >
Administration. Using the Administration tool, superusers can manage users and groups,
and their access to files and folders within the depot. Some administrative functions must
still be performed using the Perforce command-line client (p4). For details, see the Perforce
Command Reference and the Perforce System Administrator’s Guide.

To become expert with P4V:

¢ Consult the P4V online help and read the Perforce user documentation available from
the Perforce Web site.

e Use tooltips.

¢ Pay attention to the file icons and decorations in the left pane. The decorations and
icons display a great deal of information about the type and status of a file.

e Start reading the Log pane.
e Learn drag and drop shortcuts to simplify operations on large sets of files.
e Use P4V views and filtering features to enable you to selectively display information.

To get the whole picture, read the P4V online help, Introducing Perforce and the Perforce
System Administrator’s Guide. The guides, which are available from the Perforce web site,
describe the full set of features that the Perforce Server provides. Perforce Technical
Support is always ready to help you, and there’s a thriving community of Perforce users
active on the perforce-users mailing list. Consult our web site for details.
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